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being published for the 4tl mailing of the National Fantasy Fan Federation - Amateur

ress Alliance & sundry subscrivers, etc, on 15 larch, 1960.

for cash (10¢, 3 for 25 for now), trade (1 for 1, unless negotiated otherwise), con=

tribution, or letter of comient.
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About Various Things
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Exploration Society, miscelany.)

Why I Am No Longer Writing Science Fictlon
(Paraphrased by the editor from a talk given at the
1959 Philidelphia Conference by)
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(Corrents on Beastfilns by) Jean Re Bomert
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ABOUT ‘VARIOUS THINGS
' | _
TEE 1959 PHILADELPHIA CONFZRENCE:  George lims Raybin & I arrived at the Sheraton
Hotel at about 1:30 Pi: Saturday, Nov 1ll, via the Pennsylvania Railroad & Phillie's
"Hagnificent" subway system. After wandering around the hotel for some 15 minutes,
7e found the "Constitution.Room, where the con was to be held. Just as we got there,
the huckstering tables were being set up, & a few minutes later Harriett Kolchak,

“among others; started doing a brisk business.

At 2:15, Hal Lynch finally succecded in calling the meeting to order., After

- making a few remarks about the attempted style of the convention & asking for sug-

-

sestions on fuwlure ones. he intrcduced che first speaker, Hans Sieffan Santesson,

Firs., Hars gave a preview cf the next few issues of Fantastic Universe, most
of which is now dated (This shencil is being out 8 Feb.), insiuding the Janaary "fan-
sine aasoe’ vhico connains 23 pages of fan-.oriented material & no pseudoscieonce.
dne artinle vwa'ch still 1sn'T scheduied for a definite issue is Hannes Bok s "Trans-
tations froa the Ma:iant

Them N2 gars A delense for puhlishing Dseu60401ence in his megazine (essent-
821y he iead ths =a.vorial of the Jan. 1snue) & announced that Prentice-Hall will
mplfzh in Apwil s cMaonias .y s Unirecse Anthnlogy¥. He gave considereble emphasis to
the fact thai 76 wou d cvr‘“w 3,000 ‘words. o

There was a Jueshica from the audience about vhat we could do to help his mage
3z'ne to which he rep.red it c._l magazines need owr help in getting better distrio-
ation & cisplay.

: After maklng some announcements, Hal ILynch asked how many had seen "Murder &
e Aoaroid" “he previous Sunday, how many thot it was reasonably good, eSpe01ally
for a TV production. & how many had written the station praising it. About i of the
aucience answered affivmatively wo the firgt 2 questions, but none had written. He
then asked “he sucdienie Lo wriie calm & intelligent letters of praise to WBC so as
‘00 encourage tas producilon of more decent showss -

To thiak that ouce vozi ferous fandom has to be reminded to writed This is an-
other in'licstion ~f Lhe wrand lir Lowndes noted in his editorial in the September

SFSe (0:i: OKi T°13 agmif ‘i, I hadn’t written either, altho I did 2 days leters)

Hal. meazladed by nocing that the siory ’“xreTLence" by Tom Ferdrm in AWQZJWg
had an svent in 14 which hoo's pWr'e i 388t year’s Philcon ((Ha» recently tola me
thet he 2o 127202 ng to the dhels whieh the story was about. & what the suther pot
the idea %3 vhe 2Ty 2% the nwei panned Vdusl" of last vea~'s ~onference,)), & inm
troduced 7. Soagre ds Camp-

-

A% 2245 atter o few joking —emarks abovt h's bescd, L 3. e Camo bsgan his
talk on N 3 Tam o Jonger wuing sclence Fiction. The talk. ~auiberad 2oout a
Juestionsire na waceived from Eaz)l Kemp, lasted one hour & i7 giwen in daizll 2s a
separate arvicl- on pg 5

There wn. & nalf hour bresk which (strengply enough) did Jast e half hour,

At L:15. the meniing was agein caliad to order & Dave Kyle made a few remarks vefore

THE dehave wa= w0 begin., He asked everyone to think about what the purposes of fan~

iom are, ‘I the pruspose of fendom to discuss stf, promote it, or take a profession-
a2l interest in it?#

The Taurasi -Wthite debate, which these questions introduced, I'm certain, will
oe reported on in grest detail by many others, Taurasi stressed the provisional nat-
ure of everything, while White attacked the breaking of the rotation plan, the det~
ailed proposals as outlined in SiTimes, & the crowds that would be in NY for the
fair. The discussion ended with a question & answer period where someone, supposedl
ro~Faircon, just about succeeded in turning everyone against it by remarks Tike OBut
why have a rotation plan at all? There just about are no fans on the West Coast any-
howli

And so the hot air flowed 'till about 5:25, Announcements were then made a-
pbout the party at Harriettl!s, & Sali Foskowitz gave his illustrated talk on "Collect-
ors' Items in Science iction'". About 25% of his talk was devoted to items of which



he had the only known copy in the worldy one of the only known 2 copies, etc. ?his
must have made the completists feel sick with dispaird Illustrating his talk with
slides, he showed, for instance, the cover of the July 1959 Satellite. He has one
copy, lr, Margulies has the other, & try & get one for your collectiond

The rest of the talk was more mundane, A considerable portion dealt with'fan-
-published books, quite often printed with hand-sef type, the early days of Fantasy
Press, irkham House, etc., & a few fanzines. Awong cther things, he said that tne
presence or absence of a d/w on Lovecraft's The Outsider means a difference in value.
of ,10.00, N

In the field of magazines, he said for instance that Oriental Stories is worth
considerably more than its successor lggic Carpet, & that Strange Tales published
1930-1 was far better than Weird Tales.

SaM finally ground to a halt at 6:28, & .everyone scattered in all directions
looking for restaurants., 2 = -

Lfter feeding my face in the company of George Nims Raybin, Jean Carrol, &
other ESFAers, I want up to Harriet's for the party. I didnit stay long, tho, Ffcauz
Jlan Howard offered me a ride into NY & he left early.

But one thing I do remember--just about everyone there went upstairs to ad-
mire the fantastic collection of barracks-type art collected by her husband, & I sus=-
pect a few spent the whole evening browsing, :

There were 5 of us in the car going back to IY--Alan Howard, of course, Alan
Howard Jv., Jearn Carrcl, Geo, N, raybin, & myself. We were on the Jersey Turrpike
for about 10 minutes, when we had the thirill of a blowoul at 12:30 AM. This iuspir-
ed morbid reminiscences on the Part of Jean about various experiences which were al-
moet disasierous: ‘ _ |

This ccnversation was on¢ of the highlights of my day, & I had intenced to
give a summary at this point, However; those who saw the draft told me that the re-
pert was 1) inaccurate & 2) -uninteresting to read, & hence not worth revising.

So, on to the next topic.

THE INT:RPLAWZTARY EXPLORATION SOCIETY  During the late summer of 1958, John We
Cammiell presented his ideas for a society of "gentlemen amateur scientists" & an
appropriate journal. Sinee I was in a hapny mood, having just received my 1st as-
ooshantship check, I decided to splurge & subscribe. 10 days later, on Sept 27, the
first reply came, which was a form letter signed by a Michacl R. Todd. The next cuine
munication was postmarked Dec 2, & contained 3 mimeographed sheets. 2 pages consis-
ted of ego-boosting stuff about how amateurs made all of the great revolutionary dis~
coveries, & ended with a plea for journal subscriptions. It said that of the 200G
sube neccessary for publication, "...we ars. as of Nov 1%, 1958, about halfway to the
goal." The ¥hird sheet announced the first meeting of the NY chapter of the IE3, to
be held at 8 Pif Wed, Dec 10, "at thé Hayden Planetarium.)' The proposed agenda was:
"i. ‘Distussion of the Purposes of the I.,E,S. 2, Presentation of a Gentleman Ama-
teur's research project: 'A Re-analysis of High Fidelity Music and Human Hearing' by
John W. Campbell, Jr. This item is an effort to show - by example - a representative
tyhe of project we hope will be given at future meetings. - 3. Business of the mest.-
ing: " Fixing a regular meeting schedule, Open discussion. Adopting rules and regul-
ations to gain a functioning chapteriy Cpen discussion,*

The planetarium guard told me in a bored tone that the meeting is NOT there,
but in the ifuseum of Natural History, 2 blocks down., After wandering around for a
while, I finally found an unlocked door under the main stairway, & met another man
geing in, He made some quite appropriate remarks about meeting a. "fellow $5.00 fish"
as we took the elevator, to the top (I think) floor. ((Note--all of this took place
TQ?elth§? one year ago, & I didn't take notes at the time. Therefore some error is
ldelye

I found a grand total of some 12 people talking in the foyer of the auditorium,
one 9f these people being lr, Campbell. He was talking of his experiences the 2 or
so times he had been on the "Long John Show!". (I don't know how well this show is
snown outside NYC, but it received considerable publicity in the local papers a year



T 50 ago, It is an uncenventional iuterview program which is on tie rad.o soue 35
ours a week in the early mornirgs, - has received considerable noteriety for the not
#0 infrequent appearance of the "I Talked to a Venusian" type ¢haracters. Lester
i€l Ray appears on thess progra s'quite often &s a sort of Wde¥vil's advocate" or
ikeptic. I beleave that about £ hours a week of excerpts are broadeast on the net-
ork, while the rest is only local.) By wheén we moved into the auditorium, some 20
T 25 people had arrived, & the total attendance was 30-L0. We felt quite swamped

n the. 500 seat auditorium. Just as ir. Campbell was about to start the meeting, Is-
‘\ac Asimov walked in, & was called upon to méke some introductary remarks.

Dr. fisimov told of a Duteh janitor who was a member of the British "Royal Soc~
ety" & had discovered how- to make a very strong magnifier. ' Dr. Asimov had intended
" o swrprize the audience at the end of his talk, but halfway thru he accidentally
et slip that this magnifier was the microscope,

Then i, Camobell gave his talk, liy reccolections are haziest about this part
f the aeeting, but as I renember it, lr, Campbell stated that he decided to try a
ew princinle in building an amplifier for his HiFi set, & he likened its method of
peration to an analog computer. I can't remember the principle, but I know that it
nvolved breaiing the sound wave up into pure sine-wave components (ie, Fourier anal-
zing the wave mechanically). However, when he built the gaget, his wife--a musician
-kept tellinz him it sounded "razgy", but could not explain furtlier.

His ultimate conclusions were that: the human ear can distincuish between
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1at it can detect phase differefices between the sounds piciked up by the 2 ecars.& use
1is to detect direction IF the soundwaves are complex, & not pure sine waves, & that
. 108t important of all Tor him) it can distinguish a complex wave form which is nat-
cal from one synthesized from its Fourier components.
The actual business sessiony conducted by I, Todd, then started. He said
12t the already established group does not want to be just the NY chapter, but that
senarate LY chapter should be set up &' that the already existing group should be-
me the parent nat.onal organizat.on whicli would give help & advice to the local
roups which would be set up thruout the country, After finding out the geographic
Lstribution of the audience, he said that he will call a recess while the Jersey &
£ resedents go to opposite corners of the auditorium where somebody should velunteer
3 act as a provisional officer, tale the nanes . addresses of those present, & to
all. the next meeting. _
Z or 3 people agreed to act'as provisional orficers for the NY group, & we all
reed to a proposed meeting some time during the Shristmass holidays,
Mr. Tocd called the meeting back to order, received prozress reperts from the
groups, & adjourned the meetinga :

-

The officers held at least 3 committee meetings & mailed a progRept out on 29
s¢. It announced that there would be no meeting on Dec 30 (I never knaw that that
18 the scheduled date--perhaps tiere was an earlier notice wiiich I hadn't received),
reswie of the comn.ttce meetings, & a tentative constitution (1 single-spaced page,
listing , 6 oificers!) & a gquest onaire., o d

Cn 7 Jan, a post~card meeting reminder came, which I no longer have (see below)
> I can't quote, As I remember it, it had rather detailed instructions on how to
3t to the meeting place by car & by subway, & promlced a surprize program,

This, like all subsequent meétings, was held on a Monday evening--a time I had
» be at school at that seuester. : I returned the questionaire (which I do not consid-
 orth quoting) & ment oned on it that kionday is out for me, but apparently it was
+ 138t convenient for everyone elso--or at least fer those who attended the first lMon-
"1y meeting & picked the time for the fuvure neectings.

ot having attended any of the meetings, I will just quate the next few notic-
5o (A1) meetings were held at the "Woodside Brance Library", 5h-L2 Skillman Ave.,
»odside (ueens, & I will delete all references to meeting place & traveling instruct-
'ns, except for the ilay meeting which I #ill. quote completély.)

"Monday, sebruary 2, 7 Pii, Four short talits--1, lobotics - MHax Altbaum 2,
‘bernatics -~ Norman Baumen ‘3. Flying Sauedr - Cliff Garvin L. “"Psychical Physics"
' : ' - eontipEs. 8



WHY I AM NO LONGER-WRITING SCIENCE*FICTION
(paraphrased by the editor from an address giveﬁ at the 1959 Philcon)

L b
s y- L. SPHAGUE DE CallP

Recently Earl Kemp (of Chicago) sent around g questionaire insplred by the
recent decline in science fietion, It had five cuesiions:
1)Do ¥ou fecl thet megazine science fiction is dead?
2)Do you feel that any single perscn, action, incident, ebc, is, responsible for the
present situation? If not, what is responsible?
3 What can we do to correct 1t? e
I, }Should we look to the originhal paperback as a point of salvation?
5 What additional remarlks, pertinert to the stwly, would you like to combribute?

—————— - e T am m e W  Em Em an g ma e Mm me e e sm e SN e

) Ir, Kermp will complle the replies he received and will pullish them on April 15;
13604 Corics will go eorly to centributors (deadline for ceniribusion was Dece 26)
and perhaps to SAPS. No one else will.receive a copy under-any circumstancess”

My talk will consist of an expansion of ny answers to these questions,
LiSdence fiction is nob dead, but it is in a state of gradual decline,
2¥This decline is.cawvsed by impersonal social fcrces,

Te understand this, Tet 'us lock &b thy science fiction became popular in the
tlest places For a genre to flourish, three things are needed. '

1 )1 echnically equipped publishers

g jEncugh csrpetert writers o

3)h receptive, enthusiastic audience

We do kave the puliidors, tut the fault lies with the other two, .

First, to find the piace of scierce fiction in literatwe, note that fiction
can be broken up into ftuo divislons, realistic and romentic, '

Compare: the 'bt-ro‘bocks The Shysw by Bull, written in The 120%s, and Graham
Ireene’s The-@uiet American, Writien about five years ago. Both bocks dealt with
Far away places, were quite characteristic of thelr times, aml the dfferences show
crat the ferelgn locales are no longer exobic, '

Because of today’s "sciertd fic materiolism,""willing suspension of telief” is
seldom to be found except among someof the intellectunls o '

Tle refore, foreign locales and the supematural are no longer suitable btacke
grounds for romenblc fiction, This just leaves the past, the future and other worlds.
Note that the events in the Odyssey todk place aboubt 500 years piior to the

iime of the writing, Tt was equivelent to a contempcrarily urihten novel aboub

%, lumbus, Bub the first real historical novel was written amuh 150 years ago by
St Walter Scott, Incidenbally, my new historical novel, Tie Ecpnaze God of Rhedes,
#LL1 be pubtlished y Doubleday on January 21, (Advt.) - '

Sclence fiction encompasses the other twom=the futurc and cther wrldg, Before
sugang eb vhat has happened to science fiction and its readers, lev us icck at the
wors for a moment, .

In the last decadey othier fields have lured away, with higher pay, many authoirs.
¥:~ instancey I could only write three or four good sf stories a year-~that is, ones
wilch would scll at the highest rates of about 3¢ a word, L colld write many more
siorgesy bub then the quality goes down, and I can orly seill them at 1¢ or 2¢ a words

Cn the other hand, other fields pay-10¢ 2 word and up. There are five such
fields which 2re absorbing science fiction and other pulp wiiters, They ares

1)Television writing, This has swellowed almost all of the pulp writers eof the
130ts, It catohes the competent and volumnous wiiter who is not a genius,

2)"lents" magazincs, Recently a tremendous upsurge has developed in this field,
I dontt know if it is a boom without sustenance like the one sf experienced in 195%,
but some of the maga,ines pay 10¢ a word and up.

3)Jduveniles, By this I mean the nonwefiction picture books, I have ene published,
two more sold, one being considered and one under contract. This too pays 10¢ or



“orc per ~ord, dub it is not c»*a-r"'bd explain soncthing to = ten-ycar-old so that
e understands it 1hd is entertnitied.

ﬁ);c'oulﬂ.flzaﬁow of science, Therc hag seen gore expanzion of this field also
lately, .The inrazine of the field todaev .is Scientific .ne“ican, but it acecpts
articles onlvr fro:. somntlst” wor'zing if the fielcd. The aua.tor hes considerable
Aifficult™ 37 his wersult of this ‘0@13.0 First he has to prod the spacialist into
taking tire owt f.‘ro’ research to mrite tlc article, only to rccelve a 20--n~~e ! CNO-
craph in teclmAlese vhich ne pne but another qpecn.':.llst could und ersta.ac.. FinalYy,
alter innuerable letters f_.nu/or conferences a 1*0:161;..310 vcrglon, tiith luck, is

‘.fll’),&ll‘f ovtained, y

) 5)Technical 1r3_t1'1". In the 1ast fext e2rs this| f‘*eld lns rrc::*.m fror non-exis-
Yance to trerendous proportions. Seey for 3.nst.g.rwce, Iog CTollins! article in the

Decerber 159 .shounding, "The. "riting of Lcicnce Faetion. Tﬂlo field includes the

iriting of advertising brochures, oncr:.‘bin"' instructions, ete. Tor sclentific
apparatus. There are owr several textboolis o1 technical '.'XI‘ZL'biI’l{‘,‘ ) -
.8 for vi.c ~eneral audicncca, it hos dwvindled avmr as a result ol prooress,

Scigiace fiction becoues dated, The "flving banana tyme of heli co*atcr, Tor instance,
'_#- o 4
~1lves certain science=y 1ct3.om.q ts a kic for it reserbles the ‘ones twitten about

the 1220's or !'90's. Cnly the latter had 10, 12 or even 20 rotors insteacd of a
reasly tiro.
Space travel is becorine just another extension of airerait, and the peculiar
appeal of sneculatin~ has dwindled. It is no lon~er exotic or rouantic.
3)The dwindlin~ has occurrec’ 1*1 t-\c seneral audience, anc we can ¢o nothing about
p 1tk -
43 The p:merback erll not save a genre destroyed by social events.
5)3cience fiction 7ill 7o on for a lon7 tire, but it will split into two branches.
There will;be pure science fictien which will deal with realistic possibili-
ties, It will have a tencency to disappear as facts.catch up. The next breakthrouth
will prooaﬂ." be in the Tield o*‘ psychochemistry, as recentl: m*itten cbout by

* Hoxley

r"he other bra anch m.ll be tne unreal:.stlc and ir.possible. It w111 include such
thinss as tire-travel, alternate universes, and nrobably rSF and Uflts, It +ill
eventually rerce with 2cdult fairv tale, and -1l be. vwritfen as a labor of love.

‘For instanece, althourh Toltein has had & ~ood sale of his iin~ trilowr, it took 211

of his spare tire for 14 years towrite thers It jusd +1ll not “He possible to malke
a livinz froit this sort of 'thing,

Science fiction imgazines 1rill probably survive for 50-100 -rears, bub it is
er:r cloubti‘u.l tnt there @il be wno’&ner boo 13.!-;»: that of 1059-1053,
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Dear Ed:

Herd is your-ms,. I have marked the report on
my telk as I should -Jike 1 to appear, Parts
that T didn't say, or which were not correct,
I have marked for, deletion,

‘ : Gordially yours,

!
‘V g EF R

‘L. Sprague de Camps. -



T30 TO A LOT OF 1OVIES.as

By Jean B. Bogort
g0 ¢ a 1ot of movics, particularly s~f and fantasy £ilms, I sawr THE KILLER
SHRE'-'-TS ard Ii% GIANT CIIA CNSTER lact Sunday, and.ef the iyo, I preicrred THE.

'-v-

_GIANT GITA ICUISITR, in spite of.all the. d:.muuted toeheagers cluwvbering it w. In

TDTTULR [LREI5,  tlisre scamed to be a theory, vhich ITye enwountered before in
morics, TV and bocks, that scientists can!t pocsikly be sensitle or praocti ca.\.q_

and thot a i‘cnnlc sl milst would never be objective, There were L sca_..,r"tn 5ts .Ain

Lne il npewan C'ld\.,rLy biologl st, Wi daughter (Who had a Suédich acéent, for same

Cunexpilained raason) ard the b:LOJ.Ot__,iS'b‘s!f‘ two asgistants, Cne'was a nea Ibwlgh'tcd

absent-rinded type, end the Ou..le‘_g who was more c¢r less ekeagca to the bio.-.aciat's
d,wghte*f sha was "zm-—olo'*luu 105 an unsl'ablv ﬂevrcrbu.(, 7o itepv gettirg drunk,
ALY ihis ¢3asursc toolr place dn.an island in an umnamed locatdon. The drinking
oClO’iblS't had, 2 diort Wm héfarc, been, respcns: blc for ‘sae expcrvimantal ammalo,
cvergrovn shrews, escaping atid overarwwing the island, vhile the,y‘ grau to the size
b I"l'l.a’t" e One nan wag caton close to the starl ef the film=-an innocvous Negro
goablaaan, iz pilot on the bost in.vhich thc hero vame to e island, Ch, the hero
vas ‘one of tiiesc poisoneus peeple vho dontt pive 2 hest abait aiything éiseemsthough
nots willing Go gussip am licten to gossip, it appezred. Tnc of the gleni shreus
gets in the house via the ggliar, so thiings get slightly more exeitinge A Mexican
sérvitor gebs titica~vihcugh neb e_.tcn--"qsr thc outsized rodent, and it 'b'L.I‘Ilo oub
that thadr bite is poiscnous to humans, due ‘to their having been &ble to ‘assimilate

. scme deadly poisons me2nt te 111 thom, Sefic of the ciosceups showed that the gl

partic rodents were ctuffod, The ‘.u-.,olocz.ﬂb decides thiat skf!s basically 2 houscs

"n*ug hovgh she ¢3ulén” ‘h ooolf or do aiything el se, The.myopic, abscnteminded one

s the next to perlull, afher wWhich the béroy heroiue and héroinefis father egcape
by agdng oil drwis as - vg:u-—wh“ druneen” onc. -gets eatenmdftor which, acsording
o the heroinets fauhC; . the king-sized shrews will socn devour each otbur, vnbil
“therels 3 one _.a,i‘t, anc :Lb will sta Ve i"‘l 24 hox.r.,,, So.:.mcn for THE KITLLER SHRF 7Se

Ls for THE C"CANI oA B’“ICSTER that- ap‘pc"%rcd fo e a 1ittle move .Lifem_u..'cp in
cloce-pse Ci"a monsters are rathm' pretty in aloraticn, iv would appear: Of s6urs:
tlu’..;, one was lavger t.lu.n nosh trains, and cowld Iqve almoct as fash as an express
AT -ArEdiatc “conj.u-_. T lost count of fic people it devoured, in&nding & ne af thu

‘rdseaiyer’ ol en express trdin, It vao destreyed wisn a you_z man ua”ﬁ iths'daras &

‘*o‘.am“"‘e car had a- fow contatners of nl'hfogly"ura,r'e &n- the front seat; I found my-=
_De.tl Wrdoring 1T anyone was hungry eroughto find out what ma«-md cgila, monster
iested iike, At the time, I badn®t had ny dinnes, thid sogloind Y attitude,

Just e other d*':t:)na I sanr ‘sorethirg rather ridigrlous cellced THE TINGLER, This
‘was suppd.d to beabowt & monster borm .of fear that grew émr» tie. spinal ool'uim,
and L.t T L ovld only. be Hampored, in its :’c,adly work, by Sex =2 in frying to
“'dcare the movic auvdience into surc?}na.l"g, they becamc qm.uc, Edi diodse I Have & gomf
ca® for vol (’S, go vhen. the piclurs way dam{. end a yolsc irurned US Lthat."The =
Linglex vas avong Ug, s Ve fnat goban o our llveu, Ia:, sw it was a parb T the
fi...r’u-uuu vozcc yas that of \llnccn r'r‘lceq wkio portrayed a scignbis t oi‘ SQr %S, nob
even a mad scilentist, fg for "The T nr*le.:' R 34, rese ..hu;:l the resull QI a me.Sa 1liane
¢cs aumong labsters, snails and mill 1ncdes~~4:b had the cuber coverting of a 1chbster,
borus like a spail and.a millipsde~like resna of lecomoltion. The widely-adversised -
Uriew process of PERCAPI(Mwad & seh of vibrators in certain chiairs; ac‘tuaﬁlj ratiaer

s ;. poothilng to my pesuliize netyois sysiom. At what was suppesed bo be a most excibing
momorm , some young lady amibicd .a. p ierelng M'me"h upon whid tuo young meh,.

grimning idke apes, qame scu;ung cown the theatre a:le car:fylng a ‘stretchery
They premptly pub licr on the strehchér and careicd her out “all three lahg‘ﬁ np it
©o be tied. She supposadly had been svercome ky terror, und they , I imagine, were
posing as internes, or somcthing, Quite a few of the audience were haviag mild
Lysterles of lavghter. to say the leash, One character, supposedly a deaf mute,
sou.aintt sorcam, so natwrally she died from the presence of the tingleresrith some

help from a "mman agency, of coursc, There weren!t very many in the audience who
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were screaming from terror, thatts certain,
Of" course, the movie was bei ng shown in a large theatre of Cemtrel Philadelphim,

Presumably, if the filim were showing in Narberth where I live, the reaction rr;gl o
ve slishtly d.aﬁermt though I doukt its we have some very violent-typs. juvenile
delinquense nore; TJ(.«OQ It seems to me that the most. terrifying horror piclure is a
pleasant bedtime sbtory eocupared to the actions of some adu.Lescenus, though Itve teen
tcld that these weird {ilms are very bad; "They scare little children.t Vhat abou’
the westerns thab are supposed to be appropriate fare for youngsters? Sume of ‘them
are so full of sadistic behavior that I¥fe found myself warbirg fo threow upl Have
you ever watched a western and wondered.fow the hero ggnaged to keep his hat on
during that rc'zglrwa”ctwumble fight? What intrigies me even more is that, after he and
the villian had becn spiashing around in the river, our hero’s clothing dried with
: smnlglung rapidity. They surely dontt have nylon, orlon, dacron or any "drip~dry!
fabzics in the 19th cembury, so-how come? Little things like that amuse me out of
proportion to their aciual humorg I supposce

= Tid you see the mivie TUE BAT? I ra’ohor liked it, my sck £ except that I dontt
care for Vincent Price, Homehow, I dlweys receive the Impression uhat he doesn't
bhink much of his co=workers; and he secems so blasted stylized in his acting, J4lso,
he never appears to be doing arything spontancously., Even if he sneezed it wouid be
all calculated and wells bhouvht-uout beforchand, vhici isnit usually the wsy with
sneezes, At lcast, not with msst peopiel Anyway, his volcemthich mapy pecple say

s delightfuli=anrioys me for the same reason, It’s a ylanned sort of veice, even when
ne?s supposed to be angry or somethirg, The word for [T, Frice, to my way of think
ing, is COLD and cuite mechenical. Maybe he is a robot} (It!s 2 cinch hels notb 1ikely
to portray a robot=mot Least, not for a whilG, anyway,) I liked Agnes Foorehead in
the mo7iec, and ehe has & darned good figure~—better than some of these top=heavy
lasses, to be sure, ' ‘

Tast week, they had THE BLOB at the Narberth Theatre, The 1little monsters in
the audience were bellewing their 1ittle heads off, tut NCT from fear-—just genoral
nolsinessy When the films=mskers put together a horror picture, they somctimes pile
horrecr on horror, adnittedly, but then this ig done, the sudience is apt to be
icuehing=-2nd net because theytre frightened, ¢ither,

I went once to sce a movie on 2 Saturday dwing a childrenl!s matinee which I
think was a pretty good film to show the yelling type of brats, It was one of the
few movies Ilve seen that scared theé brats into silencee There should ke more movies
like tkrat shoun at the childrents matinees, since I donft believe it deoes the average
child any hamm Yo be given a scare once in a while, How else can you gccount for
the enjoyment kids have for a ride on a rollarew agbar 1y for drstance? It ¢ften scares
them, tut they secm to enjoy it, and the same goes for the oldstime fairy tales and
ghost staries, vhich I weuld call forerumriers of scicnce-fidtion and fantasy, I'm

not scarcd gf spocks and such, just of the dreadful things that can happen every day.

Eave you cver read a fairy tale and rentally turned it into sclence=fiction?
There are some paralldls, such ag the invisiltle wall wiich sounds like a force-field
0 me, There are.lobts of othexrs, probably, if I took the troutle to find thomwhich
I doubt I will have the time or the energy to dot
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#04  TO Ud A WELL - ORDIRLD  FAH CLU3
: Ray Nelson

cince mectinrgs are aun ;mportant part of anJ fan clib, we will start there.

The meetings are made lnown by sending out bulletins or post cards. It is a good -
idea to send these the dey before the meeting because then you are sure the members
w.ll not receive them on time., This will enable you to call everyone on, the mailing
list thus giving you the opportunity to engage in a delightifuyl conversation with each
member. after this is taken care of there is notiing to do untill the night of the
mee tluu .

If the fete is scheduled for 7:30 be sure not to arrive uptill about 9:00, es-
pecially if you are one of the ofificers, This gives everyonc the idea you are a ver:.
irportant person having many otlier engagetients and thal you come because you are a
gerercus soul and fandom needs you., Newcomers, in particular will be impressed.,

niter the majority cof members have assembled (about 3 or li) you are ready to
be:in the business meeting. Ve start by having the president ask the secretary to

‘read tlie minutes of the last meetiﬂg. She being extreemly: efficient opens ner note-

beok “to the correct naze., It's very blenk,

"Ohl I reuerber now," she says, "Ilve been so busy solng ouv with my differ-
ent ‘boyiriends that T just didn’t“have the time to write them up. Besides it wamn'v
a very important meeting anywey." . , -

/ "Thanlk you maddme secretary, Iow that we've heard the minutes, let!s contine
ue,! ; G
A 0TS TS MwlCuiuiiud TO FATUDOI: A loyal member will try to make the meeting as long
and dull as possible, "By the time it 'is all over all are so weak they can't raise
ti:ieir voices over a shoute. | After ever;iiing in sizht has been devoured tihe balance
of ihe éveaing is usually s,ent discussing topics of intellectual .interest, such-as;’
farwriters, sex, magazines, sex, .auihors, sex, artasts, gex, clicC,

Now we co e to the monént youtve all been waiting for, the entertainment,
vaturaily, any ood club*will have a nlained ‘prograi,

The subjects are finelly exhausted, at least all eyceut the discussion on sev,

This is uauallv concl,acu by the whoul group leaving to go to a burlesoue show

sDITCAS 1i0TE.  Vhen T first received the ramuscript for the above, I found - correct
cd a {ew typogra-hical errors; however, iy power weinl to my head, 7 I made numerous
<changes, ¢ sent a revised copy of the manuscript to tlie author for approval of the
changes., Desp;te the fact that' 'z, 'elson said that he doesn't object to them, I
have- rbpeuted removed all changes e,cept tyo corrections.

In the ‘same letler, I ‘suggested that perha s the article could be ex»anded, 8
ineludad- I o 2 possible things which nmdght be discussed, e 5uy-ested that I do the
expanding, & print the article as a colaboration, However,. I decided not tordo this
fer T doh't- tirink T can write hhmOTOhuly,'” there already 1s too much drivel by me in
this nag
- e e - - £ - - - - - = - - - an. - . - - -~ - e o= - - -

VP VARLGUS THINGS cont from pg L 7 & v
- Archle Fatteson, - = and & hou; and A hal. lor nroup dlsnu351on....xour ¢V1equ
are cordially invited’, ;

"honday, Marceh 2,- TP, Discussion of Constitution and Bylaws. Your susgesi~
ions are welcomed" ' Y . , : -

L Special Ieeting = ILS. rionday, haréh 30, 7P To consider a proposed ammends
ment to the Pro - Tem By « Laws; ‘'...t0 strike out March 30, 1959 and insert June 30,
195C* L ((Sorry~-I g0ufed and lelt out "artlvle 13 of"- hence the qua31-quotes.))

. I was able to attend sinee“this’ fell during Easter vacation, & decided to do
so despite the unapyedling meeting noiice,’ i

' There was.a total of 7 X 1 other people there, 3 wvere HiSchl students,the others
Lere people in their 3015 or h@'s, T don't remember any of the names of the attendees
and' I suppose tiat Cliff Garvin was not one of taem. (I had corplained that after

0
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ziving excellent directions on the first notice, which was sent out by Cliff Garvin,
the later ones were so vague that I could never have found tlie place if I hadn't kept
the first. The secretary asked to borrow my copy so that he could include the info
on the next notice, & promiced to return the origonal by mail., The bum never didl
inyhow, if lir. Garvin were present, I don’t think that the borrowing would have been
aeccessary. ) - .

A48 implied on the card, the pro-tem constitution stipulated that a permanent
one nust be acopted by larch 30, & it just wasn't ready, I got a brief glimpse of a
constitution (prchably the pro-tem one, but it misht have been a proposed draft of N

' the permanent one), & I was flabbergastedl It was at least 5 pages (not sure of the
sxact number) of close single-spaced %ype, & sti-ulated among other things that the
lues would be ,7.00 per year, payable in advance, with a special student rate of
Ais00 payable in-l installments.

Among other things discussed was a possible change in the name of the chapter,
. a progran for the next regulat meeting, One of the studenis said that there was a
;00d telepatitic receiverin his school, & that 'perhaps he could be persuaded to come
iown & have sone Rhine uvests run on him,* -

Before & after the sather short business meeting, there was much informal
shatter. Since this group had its origons among stf readers, I mentioned the impend~
ing Lunacon, & the pros that would be there, but it-raised absalutely no interest. I
11so found out that soiie 20 people had attended the meetings with programs, while
mly sone § had attended the other one without a program, which only considered busi-
1e88s  Also, the "surnrize program' in Jan had to be put off, & was the announced
‘eb prograf. *

I was rather disapnointed with the group, especially its almost exclusive in-
erest in psi, its high dues, & 'its presccupation with red tape & lenthy constitut-~
ons. However, I decided thal during the Summer I'd g0 to another meeting or 2 to
set'a better idea of the group before making any decisionse
The next 2 notices reads ‘= - _

UTHE SOCI TY #O0R Wil ASPRCACHES: (Wew York Chapter - IS ) --—- Honthly Meet~

ng - Monday, April G, 1959 -~ 7:30 PM EXPuRIENTAL WORKSHOP - £ 8 P I A highly sen-
itive "Receiver" will be present, Rhine Card Testing ~ Are you a good "Sendert?

~ nd two Hieronymous machines - Why not bring yours, --- isiome wasn't built in a day;
e patientl Const. Coitine" i ’ o ) ' ,

WPSI GROUP liwaTTilG AT TH. LIBRARY HOUDAY 4ViANING, NaY 18, T:o00 P.IH."

And that's thie last I heard from thems Apparently some sort of internal rev-
slution took place & the group went out of existance. I just phoned the library
fheré they used to meet, & the librarian told me that there waamn!i a meeling since
.ast Aprily & mail addressed to Cliff Garvin has been returned stamped 'moved--left
6 forwarding address", (Funny thow-first class mail just disappeared, while a fan-
7ine sent by Alma Hill was so returned, & it too was sent 1st class,)

I guess about an internal révolution because -while all previous notices were
-ather stuffy (such as this "New Approachestbusiness & their constitution) the last

,/as simple & to the point. Two other things-~-all previous notices had been hekio-
raphed, while the last was handwritten, & during the meeting I atitended several
;opies of sheets of mailing stickers were hektographed but the last notice was ad-
{ressed by hanhd.” Perhaps the April meeting had lousy attendance despite the elabor-
vbe program, & the officers just quit in disgust, N

Anyhow,” I probably never will find out what happened to them, for 1 have ex-
austed possible sources of information. (The librarian had no names &/or addresses
f ex-officers or members. - : ’ .

My next contact with the IES was again from the central or national group run
vy Ir, Todd, & was in the form of a l-sheet bullitens This "BULL.TIN ef the INTER-
CANETARY EXPLORATION SOCIETY incorporated!, dated "July 1959", arrived on 20 Aug, It
25 sent as printed matter & contained no exposed return adéress, “form 3L5T" or guare
1tees of postage, so improperly addressed copies wWere just lost. Excluding logo, it
mtained 1367 words & 8 articles ranging in length from 97 to 337 words (excluding
sadlines., The 1lst, signed by JWC, began "The primary pur- ((page 17, please,))=====
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POLHODE-1 (Maslgyz) I'1l take this space to comuent on the future of Polbods.

il Thizs is probably the last time that Peskys will appear 28 & part of Polhode;
after this it will be printed &= a suppliment wideh will only go to Nfspa & any out=
giders who ask for it. While Polhode will eppear only 2 or 3 times a yesr, I hope bo
hxve a Posl in each muiling.

T amuid not have included it in this issue either, but I already had the next 3
pages printed upg in fact, they had been printed in late Nov., which makes then o
some extent cbsolete. (I stsrted typing them in early Nov, & by the 20th I saw I was
getting nowhers fast. I than thot that I'd at least get the comments in the walling,
& gend the rest of the issus out as 2 postmalling. However, there was a foulup with
this page, wihich is being recut 15 Feb with a new cartoon balow by Dick Schulisz, which
put me past the mailing deadiins. This, & the way the other postunlliings were handled,
discouraged we from trying.

From internal evidance (subrates, letters, space for addrsssing individual cope
les, ete) I gather that most of the zines are also distribuised to non N'apsrs., Since
I had gome gpace lefi over on pg 1, I used it to list these, lvwsvers some of the
information is obsolets; for instance, Zround Zaero is folding with #5.

About ths next issue-<with luck, gppear at the end of June; if not, then

just after the Pittcon. (Since it's being published primerily for N'apa, if an iszsue
isn't ready on time for one mailing, 1t mast wait for the nexi-«the mailings are on
the 15th of Marech, June, ete) Yhether or not I can get am issue out on time after
finale end sbout June 1 will depend cn how many contributions of meterial I can dig wp
(Advt), but the chances will be much greater if Belle Dietz is elected M=E. (Then, I
can just giver the coples 10 Jun (deadline) asteadof having to mailem out bout the 3rd)

fbout the last issue--after I distributed about half of the copies, I found L
of the remaining ones with pg L blank, If any of the others did, I'l1l try to replace .
it if you want,

A few people asked my to translate the titles & headings (the suckersf) The
quote gppearing on the cover is taken from pg 161 of ssicgl Mechanics by Herbext
Goldstein, Ph.D. {Addison-Wesley, 1956). "Polhode, %mﬁ“}_sr,am torms used
o describe the rotation of tuwbling vodies in free f2ll, & are based on such concep-
ts as "ellipecid of inertia™ (a generalization of "moment of inertia®™). Someday I

ht take & page or so to txy to explain what this is gll about, but after reading
erry‘'s "Pgychology of the Gafitae" in Metrofen # 3, Ive just about given up all thot
of so doing, Incidentally, as I once mentiomed in my column in Metrofen, I beleave
that thie is the sams"invariable plane® as that referred to by Poul Anderssn in his
excellent story “Condemned to Deagh® (FU, Oet '59, pg Ll, bottom left). The derivate
ion of "Peskys" is obvious, "Perkunas Is so corny that I refuse to tranmsiate it, &
£inslly, "laifkai simply means "lettars®,

NEAPA AP (Terwilleger, 00) Ifm not too satisfied with the conatitution, but since
T don’t like long haggling over fine details I won't raise & stink if it
stays the wey it is. But if a vole gver comes up, I'd vote for a simple majority be-
ing enuf to increase the P .
nembership limit, 3
We should alsc be
requiersd to 2end in a few
ertra copiss to make up
extra bundles in cass of
loss (as already happened
te Ard Hayes) & o sell to
weiting listera. I'm sat-
isfied with the current
mailing dates, ‘he nost- "
age on my first Enmdg,e NOW AS YOU
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You say "Had expected to find several large size 2ines in the mailing, Per-
haps next time...." Well, somebody recently told me about the large uns in Fapaj
seems there recently was a 60 pager on how to play the tuba or some suchi What the
heck does this have to do with fandem? I csbiainly wouldn't want large ones in the
mailing if they were devoted to this kind of, driveld After all, my dues money mmst
then be wasted sending me 60 pages ¢f erap which I would never read.

CONJURE-2 (Deckinger) Pg., 2 brings bsck old memories--I haven't seen &

beast={1lm in I don't know how meny years (well, really it's
about 3)s I used to go to them with & feeling that altho they're
poor, they are stf & I should suppori:them. Then I read Bloch'!s
"worst Foot Forward" in the May '56 » & I atopped seeing.the
monstrocitles without any pangs of gulli, Bul I have seen several SF
films since (such as'World, Flesh, & ihe Devil® , but NOT "From the
Earth to the Moon" ) & even some semi-hszast £ilms that looked like fun
("Forbidden Planet" ), but that'saout it.

_ That brawl at the MuTROFEN meeting wasn't between "grass-throw-
erd? it seemns that Leslie Gerber brauglt a rather Ilmmature ex-fan
down to that meeting. Seld ex~fan (who was well known in NY fandom
for creating disturbances,together with ancther fan » &t meetings of the
defunct Cipcle} parsisted in throwing m’ssles at various members,
After the presidont told thls ex~fan te cease & declst, the of threw
one at the presidents The meeting was qulokly ended as the president
tried to kill zaid ef,

What 1is the meaning of those:idieiic drewlngs an page 5%
"Little known facts about the firsut fanzine" wes clever, but I
have seen beoter fan=fliotion.

QUADLINE-$ (Heyes) KXeep sending in wie Quadzine, I £ind it interest-

ingo I find the summaries of the various non-technical
scientific articles that you do in youw" various zlines Iinteresting. I
stopped buying Scientific Amerjcaen regilarly several years back because
I just J4idn’t have the time to read-fem. I do pick one up every so g
often vhen it looks interesting, especislly if it has an article about
the Maner, '

THE SAVOYARD-2 (Pslz) I've met L.Se.deCam> at several ESFA meetings, &

altho Willy Ley wae there :1so, I only got Lo talk to
nim &b any length after a lecture he gave i Seten Hall college (for
the NPCOS eclence council, Af I remember carrsotly) 3 or 4 years ago.
Both seemed fLriendly, & nelther struck me &8 & snob., (This is8 getl-
ing rediculous--comnenting on & mailing comient!)

I've bser seing the word "fugzhead" uied quite a blt lately, &
from context, apparently thie 1le:someone.wh¢ disagrses with your es-
teemed opinions, _

Oonce around on this Gilbert & Sulliven kick wae snoughe-ists
not overdo 14y Personally, I don't care in :he least whether 1t or
‘Rogers & Hanwerstein survives longer. 11.0,00) years from now neither
will probatly survive, Just llike everythlng 3lse wrltten today,

‘GUANO-#3 (Hayea) If you're going to superiipose title & illo, why
don't you use a.different color fcv the title? I'm sick &

tired of fan-fueds, & let's not start arother one., Aboui Ley & de
Camp, g3e conuents an Savoya§g9 aboves

l.ow can you put out & fanzine every 3 wieks? To wrilte; print,
& cole..e PuLHOD.=-1 took me some 50 hours,; plus another 3 or 4 to pri-
nt & colate ancther 50 coples for a 2nd printing. You must be much
more a3fficlent,

I agrecv wilth Just about everything you siid in your 2 page com-



ments on Savoyard=l, go¢ elong with your constitution suggesiicns, TAFF cammente, &
Berry #und corments
What gtrange stuff thess Savcerdams put forthi

DREAM STUFF.2 (Care) Fair, but not great, piece of fan-fiction. The dream-ides
T 7T s & cleaver way of tying it 21l together; & does give you a fair
title, Some ##f stories I like more, some less, some do% et all, This, like Ueck-
ingers, Talls Into the middle grouping as far az I am concerned,

I was thinking of using pei-phi (or more accurately, ‘¥ @) as a title syself
vntbild I found out that it is already being used, I first got the ides while sit-
ving in my quantum mechanies course, The prof was using Greck leibbers o designate
vectorg & ordinary ones to designate scalors (ie, ordinary mombers), & for aboub 5
minutse he kept talking about taking the inner-prodoct of the vectors " \EW & ",
After hearing "psi phi" about 20 times, it guddenly stuck me &3 a woeadsrfull fanz-
ine title, I wonder how Lightman thot of ite~think 1911 send him a marked capy of
this when the whole POLHODE is finished,

JIAMAL (Blackburn & Alfonseca) Besutiful front cover, althe I didn’t cars for the

back ons. I811 bet Cerber just loved that mentien} I keep forgstting teo
gsk him whenever I see him, If I were a nomar fan (or addiet) I zuppose that this
weuld help me track down stories of his which I haven't read, But since 1fve never
read anything of his (althe I do own 5 of his pb!s) this wasn't of particular int-
erest, Myl You're rather ocutapoken is your mailing comments, aren't you?

PEALS=3 (Diets) Cute cover. & Chris's Corner was interesting. 4b first I thot -
- ~=This 1l convert none of the users, addicts, or whatnot, &
bring a heap of adverse criticism for beins "preachy”. But on re-re-
T T
20 Nov, 12:45 Flie. Two things Just came up which Just can’t weit ‘4ill
I pub the rest of PELIQLY 1n the mlddle of Jan, I just got the Ilst

Nov ieesue of Pelence Fictlon Tlnee, & wag [labbergasted by their sgoop!
astounding seclence Fistion will Decome Anelo Ssience Fact Ficuion!
It=-10's unbeleavabie; what's this worl goming to? On, what drove ne -
to subscribs 6 wecks ago?

Alsc, if you missed the Sept '59 émﬂ%éag with the Lelinster Novelette,
"long ago, Far awey", get ike new Gold Medal PB (#8937, Four From Plan-
et 52 It's an expanded version of the former, & undoubiedly the same
wonderfull adventure yarn., ({It 18 expanded, for I cowpared the first
fow peges of chepter 10 in the 2 versione & found severzl extira nara-
graphs in the PB version.)

Baek to the melling commenis.

reading, I noticed that it was just Intsnded &8 & warnlng e wouldsbe
experimenters,

Altho Prank's anscdote was only mildly amusin:, I thot Belle'’s
"Orange? Bleok? ...." was wonderfully funny. ALl that work just te
change the color of minso ink? I’ve seen mimeod funzines running 2%
least 4 colors (Alen lswes' one & only issue of Pogtals,. for instarnce);.
how can thay do 1t7d )

The rest of the wags:sine wes anjoyable reading. hut nothing oube
standing the way the toclnicolior article was. I suppere tiat that's
one Lroubls wilth printing sn ouitsianding lbem In a Jenzinv--overything -
alee ln the lasue piles ik coRparlicri.

Cne lititle thing in Sthe malling ccounents did graie my nerver
gsowswhnat, wubL I slready meaitloned it Lo Bells ait & lebirofen wmesting &
there's no use drag:ilng it out in public.

P
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AnioUs CURIAE (Raybin) 4 pleasant & interesting £ pr, especially the
part about getling something for "notuing®.



GRUUND 42RO (Dletz & Raybin) WhRll, the "most black & blue zine in
faendon"was pleasant reading. I espedlally apprscilate
"Coming Attractions! on the next-tc~the last page, but wish that eith-
er Gf come out mors.often or the various con ocommittees would send you
the info a little earller, Just sav World-Flezh~Devil;I agree-’twas greatl
aPA-TIPE TIGHT (Coswel) Interesting malllng comwents, but why noth-
- ing else: (I should talks)

v YOlw~-2 (Fineatone) Felr, but I prefer your "Hil".

)2

BRUNO'S GuiPLUN-2 (Teolllver) Yes, the Leslie Gerber story was confuse
ing 4“lthout the prequils But it is funny to think

of Lhat litile shrimp s a fighter, I souwehow feel thet ithe thing by

BJo on the backover 1s supposed to he & eartoon, but I just den't getl i1t.

INLORPLANGSTARY LXPLORATION SgC~5 (HAll) see comments in " about vare
lous thlngs ",

Hall LIfg (woolston) Oh, well, notling to coﬁuent ONo 2

NOONSHINE (Terwilleser) "Ch Roll, Ch Roll, Oh Vheel" #as a fairly

funny piése of fictlon (.t lemst I hope it .was fictionl),
but I jJust can't pic.ure a teacher julling those Juvenile delinquint
stunte’ .

wlilsz (Weber) Ho coawent,

FAN-DEN (Higss) Yes, ail of the N3l O=-0's are good. From my expere
i ences since I joined in Jan.; I just don't see why all those 3
rude cracks are always belng made abort fhe N3F & its zines,

RAVING MAINU-IAC (Hamlin=-postmailing, Sorry I never got around %o

euswerlng your welco:iletter, but 7 months have passed
& I guess that 4it‘s 3 little late now. Someday I'll get around to
sending my 3%- (18 1t?) for & copy of tle Terran Daily Gazettie.

11lo on pr 11 by ( I hopse )

o oo e ) - = - i~ == - -p

Jos Caesey.

o = L2 - - = - L = - &= = oo - - - LY un s

NOTE 7 NON N'APLHSwmows 4
of txalfanzinaa in this bundle, the folluring are available for sub=
goyr.-Dblon:

PralS=UHK,6 for 50=-Belle Dietz, 1721 Grani Ave, Bronx 53, N.Y.

”‘((i@ :%9”1555910/&1“" o " ] - n

7 wisl pOC~-Free to Interested-Alma.Hili, ige, Maine -

e al-152, 4/59=Dan Blackbwrn, 65 E, 91 bt., New York 28, N.Y.

& ay owa Pu.HODa

.~ the remaining, The Rover & The lielne~jac are distributed also as
‘quédez,;nes" (whiech I understend are printed rowd-reobins, or emall :
apa‘'s), some ceonslst only of maliling coments, & of the remaining I 2
Jmow et the following have coplea distributed cutnside of N'APA (al-

“ho v sube=rates are listed):

Conjra=tilke Deckinger-85 Locuat Ave, hidlburn, NJ

Guans =Act Hayes=Cardiff, Ontaris, Canada

Dreza Swlf=G.Carr-=5319 Bailard Ave, Seatle ¥ wWashingion

aNTuS curlee-George Nims Haybin-13%26 tGrard Concourse, Bronx 56, NY
JhromaeSia Firestone-Upton Whyoming {504 18 melling co.menie )

Brimo's Guuoplun-Steve Tolliver-337 W. Rigc-on, .fonterey Park, Calif.

14 onghine~Gur Terwilliper-142281brizht St. Zoise,luaho.////Xnow that G
t:ese're dlgssributed mostly from such Interna’ evidence as letters,
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Jien walter .. Goslet gets around to wriidng that Seripture translation of

hls, he :di~ht translate one verse like thisd ,: .

“hat shal) it profit 2 Tanpublisher i he zain a Lute sut lose
his shirt in the processi
.owt of course rerc financial censiderations are far less vitzal te 2 fanpube
lisher than to the pro publisher vhese job depgnds on raking a proflt for the coiw
pars that hired hi:. The fan, in his nere optonistic morents, soietiies has v:!_sions
of ralda~ hia subzine breal even (not: counting, of course, the vzlue of the tire
he spends in vrocucinz it,) '
5t111, so widespread are the cases ef fanzgines vthich coe:'e novhers near naying
for therselves, that in recent years it has becoire quite corron for fanrublisher

to abandon the notian of financiel return antirely, and sbiply ~ive their zines
avar to anyone who writes for 2 copy.

his, I feel, is a nistale,
Tublighin~ a subscription fangine ean be 2 valusble experience to any fan

with aspirztions toward a career in the l{iersrr Lusiness, cither as a writer or
in the rore lucrative nmoduction end, The rest effective toaeher in tie world is
experfience, and as a fangine ruhligher ou have an umperalleled orportunit:- fo
mele cdstales and learn Sror theyy Ath notiun: iore serious than vour budding eco

. to be durged in the nrocess, '

Dut to do so, youlve ~ot 10 have roir 1istates {an our achieverents) called
to wour attentionewand 4f rou sell -rour fanglne —rou autaatically provide yYourself
with a sengitive baroieter te Indicats vhether vour jouranlisiic eflorts are
successful or note I tuey are, vou'll cet & steacdy trictle of subscribers arong
reonle vho have scen an 1ssue 6~ vour sine and are vAlline 4o'may hard cash for
wore of the s2cy or fro tlwse vho hove been told by their friends that the :ag
rou publish i# worih the priece. ' when you suceesd in buildin~ wp 2 fair-sized
circulationg roun ean eveir sell an oeccasional acvertisgerent to help vith your
expenses., '

i It's not an aunto:atic senuence of events by any eansy vou have to ~o Wy
into the red at the be-inndnz, beecuse until rou shor $hal eu can publish a
readable and entertaininz zine, leir weonle v21ll iavest their roney in a subscription
to it, Dut 1f you don't have enourh falth 4n wour ebility to sct a nrice on your
publishins effeort, and then trr to nake it wvewmtk that nrice, -ho else is -~oins to
have uch re~ard for your gine? ]

Oh sure, ther'il write for copies of your free publication, and even nass the
worc. alonz to their friends, so they can zet 4n on the ~ravy train; nd if you get
tJJ:red of vailing zines out into & ~reat silent vaemuy, and amnournce that a letter
of cor: '.ez:.t :is required {0 et future issues, ~ost of vour reacers 1411 even toke
tire .to dash ofl a no:te or postecard, Tsk, in the ‘undane worl: there ave lots of
peonle Y0 cl:.p__ ?.ll ths cowpous they run aeross and :ail then o, Just for the lure
of soretidlnc FRUIG,

S Vithe R TR kit t° L’lﬁs‘ psyeionath, even neonle vho shucder idien they
5 - Y ¥ : © tell jrou to stop sendin~ it; ther'll si:plr icnore
vowr, if o the ether hand yvou STLL your product, yo u are &ssuming an obli~ation

- bavmrd -our audience, an” 1T ther dontt feel vou are livin~ un to it theytll doin -
well let vou ltmowd This ipcludes such thinss as keepin~ to vour anmnounced schedule,
taintaining, il not iLiproving, the quality of vour forint and contents as you zain
-eyperience a2s an editor, and lest but npt least, keepins at least enoush of a
récord so trou don't forget to 1ail your gines to the meople who have naid in ade
vance ‘Tor the:, _ L
: Sure, this is added vorkesiut unlike the actual publishing of the zine, vhich
rou rd~sht as well rega rd as a lnbor of love, since you rouldntt be Joinc it 4n
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the first place nnless you found it an interestin; pastine, vour subscribers will
reward vou for rumning our zine on 2 businesslike hHasis by contributin~ tovarc
the financial burden vou are investing in vour publishing hobby,
let's asswie you have the necessary tvper, :dmeo and other noaexpendeble zc-
cessories, and ficure out «%at 2 zine 1icht cost you in the vy of rwriiny expenses.
el sav itls a 1lG-nare, Chcony edition, and that your supplics are obtained
from one of the de-lnrs 1ho isn 't outrareous in his »rices (you 1oy have to hunt
for hin, but he's available if you look, )
Jell, 1C pages wveans 5 sheets of paper per gime,  or one rean for a 1lUC-copy
edition, You!'ll neced 10 stencils, and L0C nostage staim

Paper WR 50
tencils d.50

Starps 3. CO
Inlk, ctce 2+ €O
9,00

In other words, you could sell wour zine for 10¢ and break even, ore or less,
even 1ith 10 copics get zside for contributors, Tile, and so on. (Then, of course,
there are our exchange copies to other fanpublishers, but to be fair about this
vou have to remard them as bringing in thedr worth in o aer fangzines,

llow this is vour basic ﬁOu", toset up neer 100 paid subscribers to your zine,
You woilt cdo it for.several issucs (unlegs you are a "“eutor publishing senius

han has cropned up in fanden for several vears.) But once vou do, you don't sit
hacl: with a satisfied srmirk; vou raise your sizhic.

For exarple, if your subseripiions pour in, :aybe you can ra iSe-vour circula-
tion to 15C. ilow this doesnl!t inewease your cost for stencils, and the allowance
of 2,00 for iiscelloncous expenses will eagily stretch to cover it, so your total
costs ~o w3, not to . 10.50 as vou wnicht pect, but orly to 11.75. nc dividing
this by 150 ghows that vour cost per iage.ine has dronpec fron 94 to Qf—rore Dro-
#its for ou, vhoyld 1

Cn the other hand, with your basic 10G-copy circulation, mavbe wou can tall:
sorie auckister into buying z full-page ad in your gine for 1.00. This is vmch less
than it would cost hin to rail out 1C0 flyers himsclf, not to menition that o sales
messace in o zine with the exalted repu tation of yours gets 1ore coreful attentisn
fron the reader than a nere cirecular would—zat least, that's whiat you say to »ross
pective buvers.. 0. &y to run this muyls ad you use 5C€ niere paner, ~nd to mineo
it on both gides talies another coupls of sterc;ls, value 504« Tut look, not only
are rou alreadr charping him 2C4 wore than it!s costing you, but vou'lre ~etting
an extra naze to fill with editorial copyl ind your satislied custormers cre zetting
2 12-mage fanzine instead of the usual 10-paze onel

ell, all this is like the theory inthe lconomics bool:s wou read in scihool;
it soun’s ~oocl, but seldom woriks oub in practice. Hovever, let e 4 ecl iate
histoxyr and tell rrou about howr I braimmshed the 1nvional Matasy fan Eedevation
into subsidizing a zine I plamed to launch, ==y bacl in October, 1048, Tuis ves
to be 2 onthly letterzine called POSTIIRP, and I planned on huVlnﬁ 1C-pase issues,
The eI lul ﬂOﬂvaat over 400 neubews Tur those dars-and, paid for the lirst issue,

in an edition ol 5C0 conies. (:rices vere lover then, anc the total cost was  20.CC
This wes gent, ‘ree, Lo thie neibhership, who wrere 1nv;teu to subscribe at TL/ ner
cony, or 6/5C¢.

- e sarple :ailing netied sboubt 25 subscribers—incidentally, this vms probably
not on its ovm Merits, but ratier bHecause I s pub110a1n" another ubzi at the
GEges, Tiich had establishec :7 reputation as & nublisher vhose ronthly zi rould

come out :onthly. or the next couple of ontis things :oved slowlr—I!d nguFEZ'So
subscribers vms the hreal-ecven noint, but it se °“cc.ve'o never cet there, I was nowr
sinkine 1y om douth into the zine, and since I mzs zoinc-to collece on the G, T.
Jill =t the tine, I had nrecious little excess cough to spare. (..nd thet ic cne
reasen vhy I %ept such.careful track of the finsnces of FCST . .73 I liked the gine
wself, but I was resolwed to fold it after a rehsonuble trial neriod if it didnlt
stert paying for itself. ) :

Then, at about its third or fourth 1ssue, the thing suddenly care to life;



the letterwriters had hit upon a batch of topies upon vhich they had vast differen
ses of opinion, and had sized each other up well enoush to feel like pluncing into
battle. .pparently eaeh tiiie they vrote a letter to POST.RP they also wrote Lo

2ll their friends and urged then to subscribe so as to help ~leat at their derole
1shing of th e opposition, or something. In the .pril 150 issue I -as able to report
th at T had 49 subscribers, and that the overall deftcit had nol only ceased to
arowr larcer, but had actually been reducecd to 11,52,

e, I ha%e to encd on an anticliractic notes but the following ronth I yas
foreed bty personal circuwstances t o turn the editorship of POSTHARP over to another
fan, 50 I never did learn if it eventually naid for itself, I cdo know that it
arply repaid ¢ he IBF for their investient in favorable nublicity alene—and sifice
it 1s sti1) in existence (currently nublished by .1 lewls, 4550 .aple Roady DBire
min gham, @ ichiran—plugl) I presune the BT agrees.

In short, so0 lonz as freedor of speech exists in this portion of the Galaxy,
anyone can spread his opinions on a stencil and distribute then to hils fellow=
citizeus vith a publication they are willing to dig into their pockets and ray
for calls for skill in writing, duplication techniques, a nodding acquaintence with
practical psycholoey and postal regulations, a devotion to crifanac above and beyond
t@grgal}wgf_@umyz and nainly, you gotta have rocis in yer heac
VARIOUS THINGS ((from pg 10)) pose of this Bulletin is to inform you of what is
happening with respect to the I,E.S. and to help you get started toward a working
group in your own areas.es!! In "Going Our Way", it asks for info on similar groups
& mentions the "Information Rescurces Research Institute"t "Harvard Speculative Soc”,
& other articles are "How To Form an I.i.". Chapter", "Wanted: A New Nane" (they
hint that the BIS protested the similarity of names, say that they would like a more
appropriate one, & give the reasons for rejecting the ones suggestedy, Tho Age Limit.
uGroups Already Organized" (mentioning enly the 2 groups orgamized at the }useum)s -
"iIrite Your RNequests" (saying that the'national" group will gladly give info on con-
tacting otiuer members, ete. But the New ingland group complains in iis "Letter Fore
um" (see below) of getting very little cooperation) & "Journal Subscriptions Past
Half-Way MHark",

And this is the last I*ve heard from the national group.

I would guess that Mr, Campbell has lost interest in this brainchild, either
voluntarily or at the request of Street & Smith. I say this becausas, altho his ine
1tial plugs have {supposedly) braught in more than half the requiered mumber o¥¥,5e
fish", I doubt that there was any mention of the Jowrnsl in Astoundipg during the
last year. Perhaps the offer to publish the jowrnal has been withdrawne-but if that
is the case, why hasn't the subscription money been returnexi

About this time I was quite dispgusted with the whole group, &, after ny exper-

lences witi the NY chaplter, was afraid that the Journal would turn out to be be &

corpanion of ASF, namely A Psience Fletion. I was just about to write & ask for my
money back, when I got the second N'epa mailing which had & copy of a meeting not-
ice of the New England (Bosten) chapter put in by Alme Hill.

A little later I reseived directly their "Bulletin 7/ 10 the LETTER FORUN",
& was convinced they really have a good group goinge Alma Hill (the address is sime
ply "Lee, liaine") sends this out free to anyore who cEpresses interest, & sends out
a few extra sample Gopies of each issue (which is how I received ;710), However, &
number of readers have sent in contributions to help defray cests without such being
suggested anywhere in the magazine, Lo o

I won't say any more about the New England Chapter because you can read about
it in Letter Forum {while I believe the above is new tc print) & Itve already spent
too muel: space 1n a S¢ience Fiction fanzine on this borderline topice

However, should I ged any rore information between now & the next issue, & 4f
toc many people dont jump on me for printing this stuff, If1l print il next time a-
round,

Also, I think I*)l have a larger lettercol next time, devoted to this & ((pgl®)
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I had a cdream last night,

Ia that dream I saw the earth,
The geod, greecn earbtha

I m2w mon cenquer that earth,

In thot dream I sow the moon,
A white ddg: etched on the Vleak canopy of space.
I saw man conquer that noon,

In that dream I sew the plancts,
fadticolored spheres in the erpilness of space.
T saw man conquer thobe pisnets,

In that dream I saw a star, a2 hundred stars, a
hundred times a hundred stars,

Thousands upon ccuntless thousands of stars,

Cold points of light that suddenly hecame a
hundred different personaliiies,

A thousand homes for man,

In that dream I gar a galaxy,

Then more, courtless more, svretcaing
to the emis of ‘spacc.

I sar man coendier those galaxics,

Galaries in which man planted iils sced.

In fthat dream I sar the urdverse.

I saw man conquer that unmiverse,

But I hove yet to see men conquer himself,
~—ifike Barnes
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aimaci 'LL’fI corents, ol course, meaza very lilutle to me, since 1 haven

seen the gines bteing coiiiented Oliee«e e

1 doubt very muchk that ASF is leosing anything lile SOCO a month -="0or losing
erptirT 2% 7L Steost % Smith mizht be sble to underurite the loss; but I doubt
ey muc. if theytd do it.  Ioolk how quick Thelir other pulps wera drop; )ed_.. ..,.DQb
SAVAG:S, 8 & 3ts L.TeCiivs, S & 8' s WOSTION, WILD WIST 'JW.;LY THe SIADGY, & halfl a
CL.tn Of SO CLiers--as scon as ther started losing woney, out thsy went. #lso, ac-
cording wo SF PTiS, the company has been sold to another outlite-widch promptly lig~
videted one of'S & S's vwomen's mags that had been in the red, If AST had been losing
money, it would have been diopped,t00ees«s

Ko, the one issue of VAJCUAL was not betier than all of the other prowmzys
coubined, It wasn't even the best single issue of the year

On the fangines, tiere just isn t much chance for an a'.fard zoing either to a
cne~-shot cr a deiunct fanzine, no matidér how goods These simply don't atiract emeugh
wollowers, and fans forget about them when voting.

VI'TURL was one of the few good mags to come out of the last stf "boom'. In
fact, 1t was about the ounly one whioch deserves the title '"magaziae", since nelituer
VAZIGUAD nor STAR lested beyond the first issue. As a comparison, Jbl.:l‘:CE FLo1 0
ADVo.TURLZS ran for 12 issues witinout publishing one really good st ry, DSINITY ran
for 20 issues and nublished exactly one story, and ViiTUR. ran Ffor 1C issues and pube
lisled !} ;00¢ stories & 1 piece of literature. (Tl.e literature? oturgeon's "Aflair
TWith A Green Louicey", which was not particularly nood science fiction but which wes
one of i.e rare stories publisiizd in sif mags which have literary merit. Sturgeon
writes 90,5 of these; he's the only writer "in the 7ield" who has great literary abil= *
ity, even thrugh Illeindeln is more entertaining & Cradbury las more of a reputailon.

e L} good stories in VUL were UTwo Dooms" by pmnbloth, "The Dark Daclmward" by
lamilton, "i:e Cotedians Children" by Sturgeon, & "The Zdze of tnn 32a" by Brdrys .
Any one oi thkese 4 is super.ov to anything published in LITiJ"TY exce t Clarke
HThe StarY and suderior te arvthing at all in the lone issue of VA;-!uuA.ZB.)

A1l Jinlay covers are wiserable, The man is a genius at pen % ink drawings,
tut his color work is abonimables -

there do you get the idea that '"moat fans" rszad “less tlen a guarter" of pub-
lished seience Iiction? In the circle of fans thal I know wio voled for the Hugols,
one read ab ut 955 of all stf published in 1958, one read about 755, 2 read abont 3;,
onc read about ., &.one read less than ‘_:. (I'm the 755 one, in case you're cuI‘" ous,.)
and you din't have to read ail -the stf; there is a varue 705 l’DJ.J_‘b'* that a ry of

avard-winning caliber wilhi appear in Al AZTHG 5TO0LE 55, but 4% isn't too Tuik: ,1y.

ha~ a botter short than "Lve of the Beholder" been written this vear?. Y 23
about 20 of {ihem, I'd-sa;, offhanteeess

I enjoy=d your couments on professicnal stf, though I certainly don't agree
with many of thems I do agres that *'Case cf Counsicence" & "Who?" were the 2 best
novel;, of_ 158; my own circle of friends voted For"who ! s but I guess we weren't enougi
tu swing it, \ rours, s . :

_ L &L80 120 IVID LUMARS OF COu ST FROI Diek Sc'mltz, Phillip A Harrell, &
m3thar Richarcson, Bﬂ..n...[‘ Coiu uiiTS FROE G.A4Bibly, Bob Farnham, & Seth Joknson, f AC-
BN Gl TS F.M; Ruth Plant, iarijane Jotnsors JeT. Oli"er, & Sllis T i1d1ls, JUST
RECLIVED, ANOTIZY IQC ZRCi. Robert D. Leonard, Jre -caliY T a0 .8, ail,

RN R A R R RN RN AR R AR R FE RN AR R PR R R R R R R R ER R R
((FRCii pg 17)) other topics,

ISCLLAYe I want to take this space to say a few words about 'a.CYCLOP:DIA 1T (pubd
by Diclk Znev, UlT Fie Hunt-d, nlefandma, Vipirda ), - Since tiis zhocd ook has
been raved ahoul in practically every fangire pude I an not reviewinz it in Perkin-

Since it was put together in the viseinily of ilael 1nﬁton LC, with tae help pf
many local fen, there Was e greaat amount of information on Washington fandom, & the
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o8 are neln- alslicted wWith this et OF crcs: Decause: (\D
( )rou g‘;,D, Tourfgel Voule {)iou col.ented oa the lqu izeus
{ ;You coanbtrinouted, Wor witch trenls & ain
(“)“Ovl'T (nlease sSeild an eXtre copy of the pva e on Whicn the review
T LI 0r alspEcial Li?e——:hagx(I Tor woa . l'eja roiiews). )
( )rle awplc CopFrEaT Y , Vl:ic wWas revieved 1n/
FECCOLIBIILEC OF
( }.e trede re-ulorly )N ouls You care Lo trode relulft
e i-ht be ‘of '8hecial inmteigst Lo TOu. .
ey le . v ( )od't esk we whyjdoa's Lisou my-
j )itaPa - ‘) 1 L T e o o - |
[ )Jiou are ~ois. o rescive the *aext issucs 10 mauvter Wit you (.C.

(5% receive thie nexi i@ ve unlees I st sone resg-onse outl ;
T O,

soveraje of oiler locaiiies is, undersiandably, wsak (- subject to inaccuracies.
Jor in5bance, Laere are nuierous 1mpo bany clubs walcua were neglected--The Hydra
“Club, the 4,7.5.F.Circle (wiicu. had somer {0 senmbers & an avera e abtitendance of mor
blian 50 before tlie Nexvorhoa, bug fell upon lean bLmGS G £inaliy expired about 1
years bucn), vhe LunarLauo, | the fanvebs Wit Gheil nvet.Uonsh (Cf course, cne
expect coverage of sueh miinow jeoups as "lhe ;.J. Slub of w¥"{(from about 5
sears bac“)\ & '%lle recent, iebrol Lna) 4k80 . The artiche-on the (oFL fnplies-that it
1s still a strong club, bub it exgired socuwe 10 ears awo-aiver a major fued., I was
disappointed tiat it didn't mention "waldol, “sullin, a Coslot®, - uncer ;earbooks,

very yood one put ouv by Taurasi. a few ie2ars ao. :

Als0, Z dont wiink the letter explaining point srsiem (po 125-C) appeared
in Spaceway, but in iscouadian (. there.is @ sli ol dii.erence hetween the 2 1azaz-
ines).
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i .
sone complevely irvelevant complajnis--on vy cop -, »; bé is upside down,
is puncied on hoth edges of the=ga;e;

o And
P I)I) .:Li):3-!L
Mire ney will undoubtedly set many corzeeiions O: pieces
nation, & L hope he uses then to Huproulb a ;1pp~1meﬂt to maie
full. : 1

of additional infor-
Jancy even- nore use~

-

I started

w0 read uona*d Tuck!s baadbook of uF

with the intent.on of making

» = : “"“T‘“V‘
similar.correci.ons ¢ coienus, but haven®s .ad:toe time to finish,
Timsell,

alread; publisiied. oie waje ol correciions

‘ound-abont ways that ti:e agent, Howard de
)i’ those who or er copies because the Look
mow for sure, .- 1l youlee interested, you

v Yuelk has
‘Incidentally, Ilve heard in
Vore of Datroit, is returning the money
is already sold out. ilowever, I don't
can wrive iim,& chack,

T hope to pub my comw.cnts in the mext issuc.
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